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While writing this message at 35,000 feet 
in the air, leaving Atlanta for Richmond (and 
last week New Jersey & Miami), I cannot help 
but be envious of "every bloomin' thing" these 
areas produce that we cannot. The Cherries 
and Forsythias of the north, the Dogwoods, 
Crab Apples and Kurume Azaleas of Virginia, 
the Poinciana, African Tulip, Shaving Brush 
Tree of southern Florida, only to mention a 
few, are sights to behold. With our tropical 
summers and occasional deep freezes we can 
only hope that new species can be added to 
our family of trees, along with those that 
serve as the real "backbone" for our land- 
scaping projects. 

Heading this way this week from the 
north will be large Pyrus Calleryana (Callery 
Pear - China), Zelkova serrata (Japan), Tilia 
tomentosa (Silver Linden - S.E. Europe), 
Cercidiphyllum japonica (Katsura Tree-Japan), 
Sophora japonica (Japanese Pagoda Tree), 
Leriodendron tulipifera (Tulip Tree - China). 
Get acquainted with these new additions! 
Arriving from the south more Livistona 
chinensis (Chinese Fan Palm), large 
Acoelorrhaphe Wrightii formerly Paurotis 
Wrightii (Everglades Palm), which I'm sure 
you're all familiar with. 

The search goes on, however, for the 
familiar Magnolia grandiflora, Peltophorun, 
Jacaranda and Tabebuia species but BIG 
ones! Most of these are not readily found 
under cultivation in nurseries and will have 
to be found in the gardens of neighbors or 
other private citizens who have given them 
"TLC". We solicit your help in this acquisi- 
tion project just let this office know 
where they are located and we will do the 
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colorful blooms throughout Florida. The 
bright red brushes appear in abundance from 
May to July and scattered blooms appear year- 
round. 

The aromatic leaves are long and slender, 
adding to the pendent branching habit of this 
small tree. The fruits are small capsules 
that persist on old stems and contain numerous 
dust-like seeds. 

Scaly bark is characteristic of this 
genus, which also includes Lemon Bottlebrush 
(Callistemon citrinus), and stiff Bottlebrush 
(Callistemon rigidus). 
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Hemerocallis cultivars ("Daylily") - Masses 


of colorful daylilies provide a warm welcome 
to Lake Buena Vista this season. Clumps of 
arching, sword-shaped leaves surround the 
stems, which support clusters of lily-like 
flowers that can range in color from yellow 
to bronze-red. 


Tabebuia umbellata ("Trumpet Tree") - The 


impressive yellow flowers of the "Trumpet 
Tree" make a beautiful addition to the land- 
scape at the Polynesian Resort and can be 
seen throughout Orlando. A similar species, 


Tabebuia chrysotricha ("Golden Trumpet Tree"') 


was recently in bloom, displaying large 
clusters of golden, trumpet shaped flowers. 
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The Hub -- the center of horticulture in the 
Magic Kingdom 
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Softball is the name of the game -- 


Standing: Frank, Stan, Frank, John, Gary, 
and Steve 
Kneeling: Ed, Eldridge, Donny, and Mike 


NEWS FROM THE AREAS ..... 
Fort Wilderness -- The Discovery Island rehab 
is completed -- visit the island during May 
and enjoy the new paths, new plantings and 
free admission. 


Golf Course Maintenance -- Aerification of the 
fairways and verticutting the greens have been 
part. of the rehab of the Magnolia course. 
After being verticut, the greens are top 
dressed with a 9:1 mix of sand and peat. 


: Lake Buena Vista Landscape -- The first phase 
of the Conference Center has been started. A 
new landscape shop and equipment building is 
near completion. 


Landscape Construction -- Landscape installa- 


tion has started on the Big Thunder site -- 
Acacia, Texas Ebony, and Slash Pine will help 
to set the stage for our newest attraction. 


sod area has been 
side of the nursery. 
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This area will serve as a testing ground for 
new turf varieties and also serve as a "sod 
warehouse" for our landscape needs. 


WDW Landscape -- Our new spring colors are on 
show in the Magic Kingdom - replanting of our 
annual flower beds has just been completed. 

A rehab on Tom Sawyer Island is in progress 
including tree thinning, planting, and resodding. 


WDW Pest Control -- Control for mole crickets 
in our bahia is planned for late May or early 
June when this damaging pest will be in its 
nymph stage. The adult mole crickets are out 
this month - eggs laid now will hatch in 

2 weeks. 
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